Dear Neighbor,

I am leaving you this letter because I am concerned about the welfare and quality of life of your pet. I wanted to give you some information that I hope will help you better understand a pet’s needs and those of your neighbors. This letter is meant to make your life, your pet’s life, and your neighbors’ lives better.

IT CONCERNS ME TO SEE:

 (Your cat or dog loose in the neighborhood.

A cat or dog loose in the neighborhood runs the risk of getting hurt or hurting others. A loose pet can be hit by a car, run away and get lost, get into fights or be attacked by other animals, be exposed to disease through contact with unvaccinated pets or wild animals, be harmed by people or harm people, be picked up by animal control officers, be stolen, get into pesticides, antifreeze, or other things that could kill them.

(Your cat or dog left outside without proper food, water, or shelter.

A cat or dog left outside without proper food, water, or shelter can suffer from starvation, thirst, exposure and accidental death. A pet should be fed one to two times a day, always have access to fresh water, and be provided with a shelter of at least three sides, a roof and a floor. Ideally, your cat would be an indoor cat and your dog would live inside the home with your family. Cats and dogs have been raised to live with humans and they become lonely, depressed, and anxious if isolated outdoors, alone.

(Your cat or dog outdoors without a collar and proper identification and rabies tags.
A cat or dog outdoors without a collar and proper identification and rabies tags can be picked up by animal control or get lost. Without a collar and proper ID tags, you increase your chances of never being reunited with your pet.

I also wanted to make you aware of just a few of the laws that protect your pets and help the community. These are excerpted or summarized from the NC General Statutes as well as the Wake County Animal Control Ordinance and the municipal codes of Raleigh, Cary, and Garner. They directly relate to the concerns listed above.

( Section 2-3-7. Animals at Large (this applies to dogs AND cats)

“The Animal Control Section shall confiscate any animal found to be at large and impound it.” (At Large: Any animal shall be deemed at large when it is off the real property of its owner and not under the restraint [such as a leash] of a competent person.”)

( Section 2-3-6.  Adequate Feed, Water and Shelter

“All dogs and cats shall be given adequate food, adequate water and adequate shelter. Adequate shelter is an enclosure of at least three (3) sides, a roof and a floor. The enclosure shall be ventilated and must have sufficient room for the animal(s) to move about freely and lie comfortably.”

( Section 2-3-23.  Inoculation of Dogs, Cats and Other Pets.

“It shall be unlawful for an owner to fail to provide current inoculation against rabies for any dog or cat four (4) months of age or older.

( Raleigh, Cary, and Garner require pets to be licensed with the city and wear the license tag at all times.

I hope that you can accept this letter with an open heart and open mind. I’ve provided it with the best of intentions for the safety and welfare of your pet.

Sincerely,

Your Neighbor

This letter was provided by the SPCA of Wake County. Please visit www.spcawake.org for more information or call 919-772-2326.

